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a gift of the policy by assigning all rights and 
benefits to us. This is an easy way to make a 
larger gift in the future.

Foundations and Funds: Some families 
have created foundations to help members 
pursue their philanthropic objectives. Donor 
Advised Funds have also been created 
by community foundations, charitable 
organizations or other sponsors. Giving  
from these plans can be attractive for  
people with significant assets and strong 
charitable commitments. 

Special Giving Options: Some plans 
help you structure gifts that “split interests” 
among beneficiaries you select and a charity, 
too. You can arrange to provide a fixed or 
variable income to yourself or your loved 
ones while also benefitting us in the long-
run, or you can make a charitable gift first 
and have a portion of the assets returned 
to you or others as you direct after a period 
of time. We can provide more detailed 
information on these giving options.

Do it your way
Charitable giving is a personal investment 

in making the world a better place. The 
suggestions in this brochure are examples of 
ways to maximize the impact of your giving. 
Please let us know if we can help you plan 
your year-end and long-term giving. Giving

Thanks
at Year-End



© SHARPE GROUP© SHARPE GROUP© SHARPE GROUP

Y ou know the phrase—“the most 
wondrous time of the year”—but did 
you know it is also the most generous 

time? Americans give a significant portion of 
their charitable gifts between Thanksgiving 
and December 31.

Charitable giving in 2016 totaled more 
than $390 billion, an all-time high! About 
80% came from people like you. Foundations 
and corporations combined gave only 
approximately 20%.

This brochure explores ideas to make the 
most effective charitable gifts this year.

Cash gifts are easy and welcome
Gifts of cash are popular and convenient 

to make because you can give in person, 
online or by mail. Charities typically accept 
cash, checks or credit cards. Some allow gifts 
by electronic funds transfer (EFT). Cash gifts 
must be completed before December 31 to be 
tax deductible for this year.

When making your gifts, remember to 
save your receipts and acknowledgments. 

You can deduct cash contributions up to 50% 
of your adjusted gross income (AGI). Few 
people reach this limit, but the tax code allows 
donors to “carry forward” excess gift amounts 
for up to five more years.

Multiply your gifts
You may be able to double your charitable 

gift through matching programs. Your 
employer may match your gifts. Some 
community foundations offer “match days” 
like Giving Tuesday, the first Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving. Others have “Give Days” in 
their community.

Noncash gifts have additional 
advantages

Noncash gifts exceed $50 billion each 
year, or about 16% of the amount given from 
individuals. Publicly traded securities are the 
largest share of noncash gifts. You receive tax 
benefits when giving appreciated securities, 
in addition to the charitable deduction. Please 
contact us if you are considering a gift of 
securities. Allow extra time to make certain 
your gift is completed by December 31.

Other assets can be suitable gifts, but 
check with us first. Works of art, collectibles 
and other assets can be of great value. Special 
IRS rules apply to these gifts, including the 
need for an independent appraisal for a gift 
greater than $5,000. Please check with us or 
your advisors for more information. 

Giving through retirement plans
You may not realize you have other assets 

that can be used to help you meet your 
charitable goals. Many adults have funds 
in a qualified retirement plan such as an 
Individual Retirement Account (IRA), 401(k) 
or 403(b). These may be a great source for 
current or future gifts, depending on your 
age and future needs. 

For Those Age 70½ and Older: If you 
have an IRA, you can transfer up to $100,000 
per year to qualified charities. These 
charitable IRA transfers avoid taxes and 
count towards the minimum required  
annual distribution.

Gifts from your long-range plans
Many people make their gifts to charity 

after making plans to provide for family and 
friends. We would be honored to discuss 
ways you can make a meaningful charitable 
gift in your plans. Along with giving through 
your will, here are some other ideas: 

Retirement Accounts: You can arrange 
a future gift by naming us as beneficiary of a 
retirement plan. 

Insurance Policies: Some people have 
life insurance policies taken out years ago for 
a specific purpose but are no longer needed 
today. If you have a policy like this, you may 
name us as beneficiary. You could also make 


