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Unlocking 

Support 

A Real Way To Have a Big Impact 
If you sell real estate you have owned 

for a number of years, you may be 
faced with a substantial capital gains tax. 
By making an outright gift of such a 
property, a double tax savings is possible. 

In most cases, you will receive a 
charitable income tax deduction  
for the full current value of the 
property—not just the original 
purchase price. In addition, you will 
not owe any capital gains tax on the 
transfer because the property was 
donated rather than sold. 

You can even give an undivided 
portion of a property (25%, for 
example) and receive a charitable 
deduction while also avoiding part of 
any capital gain on a sale. As with any 
gifts of noncash assets, it’s always best 
to consult your advisors.

Learn More
We hope you will consider some of 

the options described in this brochure 
to enhance your support. 

For more information about making 
a gift of noncash assets or other creative 
and tax-wise ways to give, contact us at 
one of the options below.

a new source for
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Gifts of appreciated assets  
often make sense because the tax 
savings can help you make the most 
impact at a minimum cost. Popular 
options include:

• Stocks 

• Bonds 

• Mutual funds 

• Real estate 

• Collectibles 

New Kid on the Block (chain)
As times change and technology 

continues to innovate, virtual currencies 
are a relatively new noncash asset  
that can make a wonderful—and 
smart—charitable gift. 

If you are one of the people who 
owns virtual currencies (also called 
cryptocurrencies) like Bitcoin, Litecoin, 
Ethereum and others, you may want 
to consider using them to fund your 

For years, savvy donors have known using noncash assets to make 
their charitable gifts is a tax-wise way to maximize their support. Most 
appreciated assets held over a year can be given to charity, and any 

gain realized if the asset is sold can be avoided. You will also receive an 
income tax deduction for the full value of the asset—not what you paid for it.

charitable gifts. As with any noncash 
asset held over a year, it’s best to donate 
Bitcoin directly to charity rather than 
selling them and donating the proceeds. 
In some cases, you might give through a 
donor advised fund to benefit more than 
one charity and simplify the process. 

Give More … Save More
Your itemized tax deduction will 

be equal to the fair market value of the 
Bitcoin, based on its value at the time of 
the gift. 

By donating Bitcoin directly 
to a charity or a donor advised fund, 
instead of selling them and donating the 
proceeds, you can avoid capital gains tax.

Income for Life
You also can make a gift of appreciated 

noncash assets and retain income for 
your life or yours and someone else’s, 
like a spouse, parent or other loved one. 

These plans offer attractive deductions 
for a portion of the gift, while reserving 
payments from the assets that may be 
favorably taxed.

Still a Good Option
With a gift of securities, like stocks, 

bonds or mutual funds, you may deduct 
the full value of the asset instead of what 
you originally paid for it, and you bypass 
any capital gains tax you would owe if 
you sold the asset. Any unused deduction 
may generally be used to reduce taxes in 
as many as five future years.

Cash Gift vs. Noncash Gift*

A gift of cash

Maximum  
Tax Savings

Minimum  
After-Tax Cost

A noncash gift

Maximum  
Tax Savings

Minimum  
After-Tax Cost

*Your savings depends on your tax rate and other 
factors, such as itemizing deductions and current tax 
laws. Check with your advisors.


